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The U n i t e d N a t i o n s Conference on the Human Environment 

As the o f f i c i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community of 
eng i n e e r s i n every c a t e g o r y under the a u s p i c e s of World F e d e r a t i o n 
of E n g i n e e r i n g O r g a n i z a t i o n s (WFEO), Pan-American F e d e r a t i o n of 
E n g i n e e r i n g S o c i e t i e s (UPADl) and European F e d e r a t i o n of N a t i o n a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n s of Engineers (FEANl) we would l i k e to d i r e c t a s t a t e 
ment to the U n i t e d N a t i o n s Conference on the Human Environment. 

I n the l i g h t of the deep g l o b a l concern f o r the f u t u r e of mankind 
and the urgent need to p r o v i d e a c o n t i n u i n g b a s i s f o r m a i n t a i n i n g 
a t o l e r a b l e form of e x i s t e n c e i t i s n e c e s s a r y to understand and 
c o n t r o l the f o r c e s behind the development t h a t so f a r have brought 
so much good and at the same time have done so much damage to the 
human environment. The s t r o n g e s t f o r c e t h a t mankind can f i n d to 
c o n s t r u c t a b e t t e r w o r l d i s t e c h n i c a l development through new 
t e c h n o l o g y . I t i s most im p o r t a n t to s t r e s s t h a t technology does 
not i n i t s e l f develop a c c o r d i n g to some p a r t i c u l a r law of n a t u r e , 
but must be l o o k e d upon and handled as a t o o l which can and s h o u l d 
be d i r e c t e d f o r the b e n e f i t of mankind, and f o r the g e n e r a l improv-
ment of the environment. We f e e l t h a t t h i s Conference has not 
r e c o g n i z e d the o v e r r i d i n g importance of e n l i s t i n g and d i r e c t i n g as 
q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e a massive p a r t i c i p a t i o n and c o - o p e r a t i o n of the 
p r o f e s s i o n a l and t e c h n i c a l community t o g e t h e r w i t h the i n d u s t r i a l 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s . 

I n order to p r o v i d e maximum b e n e f i t at t h i s t i m e , there are reasons 
to focus the major i n t e r e s t o f e n g i n e e r i n g t e c h n o l o g y on one p o i n t . 
The f l o w of matter from n a t u r e through man and s o c i e t y and back to 
n a t u r e i n c r e a s e s a c c o r d i n g to the a c c e l e r a t i n g r i s e of the world's 
p o p u l a t i o n and the l e v e l of i n d i v i d u a l consumption. The growth and 
development of t h i s f l o w i n our s o c i e t y u n t i l now i s not i n harmony 
w i t h nature and does not have the e s s e n t i a l c h a r a c t e r of an eco-system. 
I n our haste to e x p l o i t f u l l y our newly found w e a l t h f o r the p r e s e n t 
g e n e r a t i o n of our more a f f l u e n t s o c i e t i e s wastes o f t e n amount to more 
than h a l f of the n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s consumed i n the t o t a l c y c l e of 
e x t r a c t i o n and f i n a l e f f e c t i v e u t i l i z a t i o n , and c o n s t i t u t e v i r t u a l l y 
a l l of the p r o d u c t s which c o n t r i b u t e to our c u r r e n t p o l l u t i o n problems. 
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I n most of our p r i m a r y e x t r a c t i v e i n d u s t r i e s , and more p a r t i c u l a r l y 
those r e l a t i n g to the m i n e r a l and f o r e s t i n d u s t r i e s , a l t e r n a t i v e 
processes and methods are a v a i l a b l e and amply demonstrated, which can 
g r e a t l y enhance the volume and t o t a l v a l u e of the products produced 
from the same q u a n t i t y of n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , and thus reduce i n a 
v e r y s u b s t a n t i a l way our l a r g e s t component of p o l l u t i o n . The r e q u i r e 
ments f o r the s e g r e g a t i o n and r e c y c l i n g of wastes from human con
sumption are a l s o w e l l known and p r o v i d e another v a l u a b l e t o o l f o r 
r e d u c i n g our t o t a l p o l l u t i o n l o a d . 

The combined e f f e c t on the environment of a widespread p h i l o s o p h y of 
r e c y c l i n g and the r e d u c t i o n of wastes at a l l l e v e l s i s of enormous 
v a l u e and importance and i t p r o v i d e s a s t r o n g motive f o r n a t i o n s around 
the w o r l d to c o l l a b o r a t e i n a dynamic and immediate forwardmove i n 
t h i s most im p o r t a n t phase of e n v i r o n m e n t a l improvement. The e n g i n e e r i n g 
p r o f e s s i o n w i l l i n s i s t on becoming a major p a r t , on an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
b a s i s , of t h i s new venture towards c r e a t i n g a b e t t e r w o r l d . 
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